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Letter or email content to government contacts for World Hospice and Palliative Care Day

Dear (insert name) 

We are writing to request your support for World Hospice and Palliative Care Day on Saturday 9 October. This is an annual unified day of action to celebrate and support hospice and palliative care around the world and the theme this year is ‘Leave no-one behind: Equity in access to palliative care’. (Insert details of what you want your government to say or do to mark the event)

Palliative care is recognised as a fundamental component of health care systems, including Universal Health Coverage and primary health care. Yet, sadly, approximately 86% of people around the world who need palliative care cannot access it. When people cannot access palliative care, they are likely to experience avoidable pain and suffering. Unfortunately, there is extreme inequity in access to palliative care both across and within countries. We believe that it is time for this inequity to be addressed through the integration of palliative care in health systems, including adequate financing.

(Insert paragraph about the situation of palliative care in your country)

On this World Hospice and Palliative Care Day, we seek to raise the voice of those who are living with palliative care needs and ensure their voices are heard. We look forward to your support to ensure all those living in our country can get the palliative care they need and to stop this avoidable suffering.

If you would like any further information, please do not hesitate to contact (enter your details here) or visit the World Day website for more information about events at http://www.thewhpca.org/world-hospice-and-palliative-care-day. 
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