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Media Release

New Global Atlas of Palliative Care is launched by The Worldwide Palliative Care Alliance in cooperation with the World Health Organisation

 ________________________________________________________
 

A new Global Atlas of Palliative Care has been launched by The Worldwide Hospice Palliative Care Association (WHPCA), in cooperation with 
the World Health Organisation (WHO). The Atlas, now in its second edition, highlights the stark statistics* that globally almost 57 million patients and their familied need palliative care, and that currently only 12% of the world’s palliative care needs are being met. 

The COVID19 pandemic has shone a light on the need for palliative care and also further exposed some of the inequalities of its provision. 

Dr Stephen Connor the WHPCA Executive Director, said, “In the landscape of the coronavirus pandemic and as global coronavirus deaths reach 1 million, palliative care has never been more important. By pulling together international research, The Global Atlas paints a picture of palliative care across the globe. It defines palliative care and who needs it, outlines why it is a human rights issue and highlights the access barriers to palliative care. “

Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director General, World Health Organization said “The need for relief from severe suffering, the difficult decision making, and complicated grief brought on by the pandemic are exactly the types of problems that palliative care was designed to help address. The world will be a better place when palliative care is available to all who need it.”

Data on palliative care need and serious health-related suffering in the Global Atlas were produced by the University of Miami Institute for the Advanced Study of the Americas (UMIA) and the International Association for Hospice and Palliative Care (IAHPC) as part of follow-up to the Lancet Commission on Global Access to Palliative Care and Pain Relief.


Dr. Felicia Knaul, UMIA director who chaired the Lancet Commission on Global Access to Palliative Care and Pain Relief commented: “The data on serious health-related suffering continue to demonstrate enormous and unmet global need for palliative care. The UMIA and our advocacy partner, the IAHPC, are pleased to have contributed updated estimates for the Global Atlas to help raise awareness and hope it will lead to palliative care integration and better care.”

Note to editors

KEY MESSAGES ON GLOBAL PALLIATIVE CARE – 2020
Global Atlas of Palliative Care, 2nd Edition

· Almost 57 million patients and families need* palliative care annually
· Almost 26 million near the end of life (45%)
· Over 31 million prior to the last year of life (55%)
· Including nearly 4 million children
· Approximately 7 million patients received palliative care in 2017 (up from 3 million in 2011) with only about 12% of the need being met globally
· Almost 69% of people needing palliative care suffer from non-communicable diseases like cancer, dementia, stroke, heart-liver-kidney failure, lung diseases, or injuries
· Almost 25% suffer from communicable diseases like HIV, TB, and even COVID-19. 
· 64% of countries have no or very limited provision of palliative care and only 15% of countries have good integration into health care systems
· Over three-quarters of adults and over 97% of children needing palliative care live in low or middle-income countries 
· 83% of the world’s countries have low to non-existent access to opioids for pain relief and only 7% have adequate access. 
· Need for palliative care is expected to increase 87% by 2060

*Estimates of the need for palliative care come from a database and methodology developed by the Lancet Commission on Palliative Care and Pain Relief. Updated estimates were produced by researchers from the University of Miami Institute for the Advanced Study of the Americas, the International Association for Hospice and Palliative Care (IAHPC) and the Mexican Foundation for Health (FUNSALUD). The University of Glasgow, Indiana University, and the International Children’s Palliative Care Network also contributed data for the Atlas.  


For more information please contact Gill Macdonald at gmacdonald@whpca.org or visit www.thewhpca.org

For more information on the Lancet Commission and the data on palliative care need, contact the University of Miami Institute of the Americas and the IAHPC 
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