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To whom it may concern
Re: WHO Consultation on WHO Programme for Action 2019-2023
As you may be aware, the World Health Organization is currently consulting with members states on its concept note for its 13th General Programme of Work 2019-2023. Unfortunately, within the current draft concept note, palliative care has been omitted as part of the essential spectrum of health services under the Universal Health Coverage definition. As palliative care advocates and providers, we kindly request that in your submission to WHO you support the inclusion of palliative care language as outlined below.
The WHO consultation is available to view online here http://www.who.int/about/gpw-thirteen-consultation/en/ and submissions must be made online by 13th October 2017.

Suggested text
We respectfully request that WHO address the omission of palliative care in their definition of the spectrum of UHC essential health services within the concept note. The draft concept note text is not aligned with WHO’s current definition of UHC, which states “UHC means that all individuals and communities receive the health services they need without suffering financial hardship. It includes the full spectrum of essential, quality health services, from health promotion to prevention, treatment, rehabilitation, and palliative care.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs395/en/] 


Accordingly, we suggest the following language to amend the draft Concept Note:

Page 6 - “WHO will help ensure all people at all ages can access the health services they need without risk of impoverishment, including by encouraging domestic investment in health and strengthening primary health care. Universal health coverage includes health promotion, preventive services, diagnostics, and medicines for communicable and noncommunicable diseases (which are a key driver of out of pocket costs) and curative, and rehabilitative and palliative care services.”

Page 2 – “Only 60% of the people in the world have access to health care without financial hardship.1 An estimated 400 million have no access even to essential health services.2 The world needs an organization to fight for these people, who are often the poorest, so they can receive access to essential health services across the spectrum from promotion, prevention, treatment, rehabilitation and palliative care, without financial hardship.
We thank you for in anticipation of your support.
Yours sincerely
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